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PROFESSIONAL SUMMARY
My research centers on Comparative Politics, with a keen emphasis on the intricacies of Middle Eastern and North African political landscapes. My research also pioneers and focuses on Civil-Military Relations and the triad of Institutions, Agencies, and Ideologies in foreign policy. I delve into crucial areas such as Social Movements, Revolutions, Democracy, the contrasting dynamics of Democratic and Authoritarian Regimes, and the vital concerns of International Security. In the classroom, I engage students in thought-provoking courses on Comparative Politics and African and Middle Eastern Politics. My expertise extends to advanced qualitative and quantitative research methodologies, encompassing research design, data collection, analysis, and ethics. 

EDUCATION
· University of Nottingham, School of Politics and International Relations, Ph.D.
Nottingham, UK 
2012-2016 (July 13th)
· Georgetown University, Department of Government, Master’s Study in Democracy and
Governance
Washington, DC 
2011-2012
· Indiana University-Bloomington, Master’s Degree in Comparative and International Relations
Bloomington, IN
2009-2011
· Indiana University-Bloomington, Certification in English as a Second Language
Bloomington, IN 
August 2008 -May 2009
· Selcuk University, Faculty of Economics and Administrative Sciences, Bachelor’s Degree in International Relations
Konya, Turkey
 2003-2007
EXPERIENCES 
· Visiting Scholar, Missouri State University                                                                           2021-2023
· Editor in Chief, The Washington Review of Middle Eastern & Eurasian Affairs                  2015-2016

· Social Science Data Analysis and Collection, University of Essex                                   Summer 2013
· Research Assistant, Dina R. Spechler, Department of Political Science, Indiana University- Bloomington                                                                                                                       Fall 2010
 TEACHING EXPERIENCES	
· Adjunct Lecturer, St Mary’s College of Maryland, MD
· Politics of the Middle East and North Africa (B.A.)                                              Fall, 2024
· Politics of the Middle East and North Africa (B.A.)                                          Summer, 2025
· Lecturer, Yeditepe University, Istanbul, Turkey
· Comparative Political Systems (B.A.)                                                                  Spring, 2021
· Political Institutions (B.A.)                                                                                Summer, 2021
· Lecturer, Final College, Ordu, Turkey
· English Language to Professionals and Academics                                                2016-2020
· Lecturer, Nottingham University, United Kingdom 
·   Introduction to Comparative Politics (B.A.)                                                        Fall, 2015

ACTIVITIES	
· Conference Committee Member, Thirteenth Annual Peace Conference, Loyola University, New Orleans                                                                                                                                May 2021                                                                                                                                
· Founding President, Student Union Perspectives at Nottingham University                         March 2013
· Volunteer Manager, 31st American-Turkish Council Conference, Washington, DC           June 2012
· Conference Committee Member, Fourth International Public Affairs Association             2010-2011
· Vice President of Turkish SPEONS, Indiana, Bloomington                                               2009-2010

AWARDS
	
· Yeditepe University, Teaching Excellence                                                                          Spring, 2021
· Association of British Turkish Academics, London, Research Excellence Award                    May 2014
· University of Nottingham, Post-Graduate Research Conference Funding                              April 2015
· University of Nottingham, Method and Data Institute, Research Funding                            March 2013
· University of Nottingham, Center for the Study of European Governance, Research Funding April 2013 
· The Turkish Ministry of Education, Scholarship for Master’s and Doctoral Studies             2008-2016
· The Turkish Prime Minister, Scholarship for Distinguished Undergraduate Students           2002-2007
· The Mayor of Konya City, Scholarship for Undergraduate Students’ Research                     2004-2005 

LANGUAGES	
· Turkish (Native Language)
· English (Fluent)
· Persian (Elementary)
· German (Elementary)

TEACHING SKILLS
· Lesson Planning
· Lecturing and Tutoring
· Examinations and Marking
· Student Development
· Classroom Management

RESEARCH SKILLS
· Data Collection
· Primary Sources
· Secondary Sources
· Data Analysis (STATA)
· Data Analysis and Data Management (NVivo)
· Research Methods
· Qualitative Method
· Quantitative Method
· Mixed Methods
· Research Designing 
· Research Development
PUBLICATIONS	
Books
· Sarihan, Ali, “Orta Dogu’da Uc Lider: Ben Ali, Kaddafi, Mübarek,” Nobel Bilimsel Eserler, March 2024 (in Turkish).
· Sarihan, Ali, “The Role of the Military in the Arab Uprisings: The Cases of Tunisia and Libya,” Routledge, May 11, 2023
· Sarihan, Ali (co-editor), “Understanding Turkey’s Kurdish Question,” Lexington Books, June 16, 2013
Journal Articles & Policy Papers &Op-Eds & Book Chapters
· Sarihan, Ali, “Sovereign Islam in Turkey: The Political Instrumentalization of Religion under Atatürk and Erdoğan,” Religions, Vol. 17, No. 3, 2026
· Sarihan, Ali, and Zouhir Gabsi, “Social Contract and Rising Populism in Tunisia: Is There a Risk of Descending into Autocracy?” British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies, August 25, 2025.
· Sarihan, Ali, “Explaining the Severity of the Turkey-PKK Conflict,” Democracy and Security, April 22, 2025.
· Sarihan, Ali, “The Ascendancy of Secular Trends in Iran,” Religions, Vol. 16, No. 5, 2025
· Sarihan, Ali, “The 55-Year Failure of the Organization of Islamic Conference,” Akademik Dusunce Dergisi, pp. 1-19, Vol. 11, 2025 
· Sarihan, Ali, “The Role of the Military in Democratic Transitions: The Cases of Egypt and Tunisia,” Journal of Academic Approaches, pp. 300-335, Vol. 16, No.1, 2025 
· Sarihan, Ali, “Iranian Green Movement,” Iranian Studies, pp. 217-241. Vol. 7, No.2, 2023
· Sarihan, Ali, “Understanding the Military Behaviour in the Middle East and North Africa: Before and After the Arab Uprisings,” Journal of Medeniyet Politics, pp.1-17, Vol. 6, No. 2, 2021
· Sarihan, Ali, “A New Theory of Military Behavior in the Arab Uprisings: Pro-state and Pro-regime,” Journal of International Studies, Vol. 14, No. 1, 2021
· Sarihan, Ali, “The Young Arab Man’s Burden: Democratization,” Institute of Strategic Thinking, November 2014
· Sarihan, Ali, “The Two Periods of the PKK Conflict: 1984-1999 and 2004-2010,” in Understanding Turkey’s Kurdish Question, edited by Fevzi Bilgin and Ali Sarihan, Lexington Books, June 2013
· Sarihan, Ali, “In Search of the Arab Uprisings: Social Movement, Revolution or Democratization?” Turkish Journal of Politics, pp.39-56, Vol. 5, No.1, Summer 2014
· Sarihan, Ali, “Is the Arab Spring in the Third Wave of Democratization?” Turkish Journal of Politics, pp. 67-85, Volume 3, Number 1, Summer 2012
· Sarihan, Ali, “To leave or to live with Afghans,” The Washington Review: A Journal of Turkish and Eurasian Affairs,” April 2012
· Sarihan, Ali, “Fourth Wave Democratization: Democratization of Communist and Islamic Regimes,” International Strategic Research Organization (USAK), December 9, 2011
· Sarihan, Ali, “Democratic Army versus Anti-Democratic Mass Mobilization,” International Strategic Research Organization (USAK), November 15, 2011
· Sarihan, Ali, “International Organization, Foreign Aid, and the Arab Spring,” MUFTAH, October 26, 2011
· Sarihan, Ali, “Nationalism of Rational Values,”(In Turkish), Center for Middle Eastern Strategic Research Organization (ORSAM), July 12, 2011
· Sarihan, Ali, “How to Handle a Nuclear Iran: Lessons from the Soviet Union,” American Diplomacy, April 4, 2011
· Sarihan, Ali, “If everybody defends, then who attacks?” (In Turkish), Center for Middle Eastern Strategic Research Organization (ORSAM), February 11, 2011
· Sarihan, Ali, “An Organization exists at the World’s Heart”, Online Journal ‘the Journal of Turkish Weekly,’ May 20, 2010
· Sarihan, Ali, “Living together in peace,” Indiana Daily Newspaper, March 30, 2010
· Sarihan, Ali, Policy Brief “An Organization exists at the World’s Heart,” Third International Public Affairs Association Conference, March 26, 2010
· Sarihan, Ali, et al. “Ballistic Missile Defense in Europe,” Alternatives: Turkish Journal of International Relations, pp.22-41, Volume 8, Number 3, Fall 2009
Book Reviews
· Sarihan, Ali, “Turkey, Iran and Politics of Comparison,” Perin E. Gurel, Mediterranean Politics, 27 February 2026.
· Sarihan, Ali, “The Culture of Democracy,” Bin Xu, Public Administration Review, 27 July 2025.
· Sarihan, Ali, “The Soldiers of Democracy,” Sharan Grewal, British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies, 25 Oct. 2024.
· Sarihan, Ali, “The Struggle for Inclusion,” Elizabeth Ivarsflaten and Paul M. Sniderman, Journal of Sociology of Islam, 5 Feb. 2024.
· Sarihan, Ali, “Meritocracy, Populism and the Future of Democracy? David Stoesz, Democratization, Vol. 30, No.6., 2023.
· Sarihan, Ali, “Turkey’s State Crisis: Institutions, reform and conflict?” Bulent Aras, Democratization, Vol. 29, No.7., 2022.
· Sarihan, Ali, “Can Democracy Safeguard the Future,” Graham Smith, Democratization, Vol. 29, No.4., 2022.
· Sarihan, Ali, “The Kurdish Policy Imperative edited by Robert Lowe and Gareth Stansfield,” The Journal: The Washington Review of Turkish & Eurasian Affairs, January 2011
· Sarihan, Ali, “Reset: Iran, Turkey and America’s Future by Stephen Kinzer,” Atlantic- Community, September 7, 2010
· Sarihan, Ali, “Winning Turkey: How America, Europe and Turkey Can Revive a Fading Partnership by Philip Gordon, Omer Taspinar,” Alternatives: Turkish Journal of International Relations, pp.94-98, Volume 8, Number 4, Winter 2009
Conference Papers & Presentations
· Sarihan, Ali, “Sovereign Islam in Turkey: Religion, Populism, and Foreign Policy under Erdoğan,” EISA Pan-European Conference on International Relations, Lisbon, Portugal, 1-4 September 2026 (accepted).
· Sarihan, Ali, “Religious and Secular Nationalism in Turkey,” International Congress on Social Sciences, Izmir University of Economics, Izmir, Turkey, 20-21 September 2025
· Sarihan, Ali, “Military Supremacy and Authoritarian Military Subordination,” International Congress on Social Sciences (INCSOS), Alexandria, Egypt, 24-26 April 2025
· Sarihan, Ali, “Between a rock and a hard place: Institutions, agency, and ideologies in Russian-Turkish relations,” MPSA, Chicago, USA, 4-7 April 2024
· Sarihan, Ali, “Between a rock and a hard place: Institutions, agency, and ideologies in Russian-Turkish relations,” INTPOLSEC, Istanbul, Turkey, 20-21 October 2023
· Sarihan, Ali, “The Role of the Military in the Arab Uprisings: The Cases of Tunisia and Libya,” MPSA, Chicago, USA, 16-19 April 2015
· Sarihan, Ali, “The Arab Uprisings: Social Movement, Revolution or Democratization,” Sakarya University, Turkey, 14-17 October 2014
· Sarihan, Ali, “The Role of the Military in the Arab Uprisings,” University of Nottingham, June 12, 2014
· Sarihan, Ali, “In Search of the Arab Uprisings,” Exeter University, May 18, 2013
· Sarihan, Ali, “An Organization exists at the World’s Heart,” Third International Public Affairs Association Conference, Indiana University-Bloomington, March 26, 2010
RESEARCH INTERESTS	
· Institutions, Agencies, and Ideologies
· Comparative Politics
· North African and Middle Eastern Politics
· Political Economy
· Foreign Policy
· Research Methodology (Qualitative and Quantitative)
· Democracy and Democratization 
· Social Movements
· Civil-Military Relations
· Security Studies

RESEARCH IN PROGRESS
· Sarihan, Ali. “Between Alliance and Autonomy: Institutions, Agencies, and Ideologies in Turkey–US Relations.”
· Sarihan, Ali, and Aurel Croissant, “Military Supremacy and Authoritarian Military Subordination: Foundational and Constructed Militaries.”
· Sarihan, Ali, and Barin Kayaoglu, “Between a Rock and a Hard Place: Institutions, Agencies, and Ideologies in Turkey–Russia Relations (1923-2022).”
· Sarihan, Ali, and Mitat Celikpala, “From Crisis to Convergence: Türkiye–Russia Relations via the Institutions–Agencies–Ideologies Framework.” 


